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A CASE STUDY OF INDONESIA’S HUMANITARIAN SPACE

 

BACKGROUND

FINDINGS

How has refugee empowerment been implemented
as an alternative to ‘humanitarian space’ in
indonesia? to what extent does the implementation 
 follow the global compact on refugees'?

To discuss how the ‘humanitarian space’ provided
by Indonesia as a form of its imperative
humanitarian respond is no longer adequate to the
recent global trend
To discuss the availability of access to basic rights
such as education and right to work

The traditional setting of humanitarian space focuses the burden of responding only to state and  humanitarian organization.
Global compact on refugees (GCR) offers a new perspective where state should see refugees as part of its national development
agents. In GCR, education access means inclusions at primary to tertiary levels and refugees' rights to work include
opportunity, decent work and entrepreneurship program.
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METHODOLOGY & FRAMEWORK

Access to education for refugees through inclusive national
education system (Paragraph 68)
Refugees’ access to economic rights (decent work and
entrepreneurship programmes (Paragraph 70 and 71). 
Women’s economic empowerment and access to education as
well as protection of their physical and emotional well-being
(Paragraph 75 and 77).

The data collection was done through desk research and
observation.

This research uses the following GCR framework on
empowerment:

The Presidential Decree 125/2016 about the Handling of Refugees from abroad 
Circular Letter Number 75253/AA.4/HK/2019 about Education for Refugee Children 

The Presidential Decree 125/2016 ‘formalizes’ only a small aspect of GCR that is concerning “reception, safety & security, registration
& documentation” of refugees and asylum seekers.  
The access to education has not yet been inclusive as it is limited only to refugee children of school age who hold UNHCR refugee
card and are sponsored by certain funding institution. 

There is no guarantee rights to work, vague stance for economic rights. Therefore, focusing on empowerment, small scale
livelihood etc. 

Finding 1: Regulation that allows the implementation of GCR 

Finding 2: The limitation of the regulation 

Finding 3: The gap between GCR and practice in Indonesia

CONCLUSION

The circular letter issued by Minister of Education does not automatically guarantee education access for refugee. Additionally, it is
not inclusive as it only encourage education access for certain age of refugee children. 
Even though there has been encouragement of empowerment program,  due to the lack of legal certainty, initiative of
empowerment remains limited certain sector (education) and small scale (livelihood). 

Indonesia commits to GCR partially as follows:

Therefore, Indonesia should look at into drafting an inclusive policy framework to respond the refugee's sustained displacement in host
country. 

REFERENCES
Adiputera, Yunizar. (2018). Allow Refugees to Work. Institute of International Studies. Accessed from http://hi.fisipol.ugm.ac.id/riset-iis/allow-refugees-to-work/ 
Church World Service. t.t. Refugee and Migrant Protection. Diakses dari https://cws-asia.org/refugee-and-migrant-protection/  
Goodwin, Guy. S. (2018). The Global Compact and the Future of Refugee and Migrant Protection in Asia Pacific Region. International Journal of Refugee Law, 2018, Vol 30, No 4, 674–683. Accessed from
https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article/30/4/674/5310193  
IOM Indonesia. (n.d.). Indonesian City Admits Migrant Children to Public Schools. Accessed from https://indonesia.iom.int/news/indonesian-city-admits-migrant-children-public-schools  
IOM Indonesia. t.t. Migrant Assistance. Diakses dari https://indonesia.iom.int/migrant-assistance  
JRS Indonesia. (n.d.) Urban Refugees. Accessed from http://jrs.or.id/en/campaign/urban-refugees/  
Nugraheni, Arita, (2021). Mengabaikan Pengungsi, Mengabaikan Kemanusiaan. Kompas.id. Accessed from https://www.kompas.id/baca/riset/2021/06/25/mengabaikan-pengungsi-mengabaikan-kemanusiaan?status_login=login  
Rahmi, Meutia Aulia, Septian, Eriando Rizky and Kusumaningrum, Santi. (2020). Menyambung Rantai Inklusi: Memahami Kerentanan dalam Sistem Administrasi Kependudukan di Indonesia. Accessed from
https://puskapa.org/assets/uploads/2021/03/Menyambung-Rantai-Inklusi-Memahami-Kerentanan-dalam-Sistem-Adminduk-di-Indonesia.pdf  
Thurer, Daniel. (2007). Dunant’s Pyramid: Thoughts on the Humanitarian Space. International Review of the Red Cross. Accessed from https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/irrc-865-thurer.pdf 
Timmerman, Antonia. (2021). In Indonesia, desperation grows for refugee trapped in limbo for years. The New Humanitarian. Accessed from https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/3/22/in-indonesia-desperation-
grows-for-refugees-trapped-in-limbo-for-years 
UNHCR Indonesia. (2019). Refugees, Indonesian get ready into business. Accessed from https://www.unhcr.org/id/en/12116-refugees-indonesians-ready-get-into-business.html 
United Nations. (2018). Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: 
Part II Global compact on Refugees. New York. 

http://hi.fisipol.ugm.ac.id/riset-iis/allow-refugees-to-work/
https://cws-asia.org/refugee-and-migrant-protection/
https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article/30/4/674/5310193
https://indonesia.iom.int/news/indonesian-city-admits-migrant-children-public-schools
https://indonesia.iom.int/migrant-assistance
http://jrs.or.id/en/campaign/urban-refugees/
https://www.kompas.id/baca/riset/2021/06/25/mengabaikan-pengungsi-mengabaikan-kemanusiaan?status_login=login
https://puskapa.org/assets/uploads/2021/03/Menyambung-Rantai-Inklusi-Memahami-Kerentanan-dalam-Sistem-Adminduk-di-Indonesia.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/other/irrc-865-thurer.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/3/22/in-indonesia-desperation-grows-for-refugees-trapped-in-limbo-for-years
https://www.unhcr.org/id/en/12116-refugees-indonesians-ready-get-into-business.html

